ALLORA & CALZADILLA
COMPASS

november 19, 2010 - january 29, 2011
thursday from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
friday and saturday from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

each choreography has a duration of 1 hour
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ALLORA & CALZADILLA
COMPASS

MAIN ROOM

november 19, 2010 - january 29, 2011
thursday from 11:00 am to 6 :00 pm
friday and saturday from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

each choreography has a duration of 1 hour

kurimanzutto is pleased to announce its first exhibition with artists Jennifer Allora and Guillermo Calzadilla.
For this exhibition the artist will present Compass, 2009, a sculptural intervention that explores the threshold
between sound, performance, drawing and sculpture.

Reducing the gallery’s exhibition space to half its normal height, a new horizontal level is introduced that
re-conceptualizes the relationship between stage and audience. In the space above, a dancer performs a
cadenced choreography of sounds, speaking in a metrical language with his/her feet. Out of sight and beyond
reach, the public cannot see but only hear, feel, or sense the sonic trace of a composition that unfolds above
their heads.

A step, a walk, a leap, or a turn, take over the course of time, the form of circles, squares, lines, or other
organic shapes. Direction, speed, and distance traveled are all perceptually accessible. Yet these sonic

marks are simultaneously punctual and anachronistic, resisting to ground themselves in the unity of any
figurative image. The visitors experience these sensations as the continuously changing map that is marked
out by the dancer above. Moreover, devoid of any particular image or specific reference, the sounds created
conjure an array of affective associations that turn the otherwise empty exhibition space into a huge resonating
chamber in which questions of presence and absence, appearance and disappearance, visibility and memory,
orientation and disorientation, are evoked through the formal logic of the trace.

Jennifer Allora (born 1974, USA) and Guillermo Calzadilla (born 1971, Cuba) have been collaborating since 1995.
They will be representing the US in the 54th Venice Biennale, 2011They have been the subjects of numerous solo
exhibitions worldwide, including presentations at Haus pEr Kunst, Munich;STeDELjK MustuM, Amsterdam;
SERPENTINE GALLERY, London; KunsTtHALLE ZuricH; and THE ReNAIssaNCE Sociery, Chicago. They have also been included
in group exhibitions such as 29TH BIENAL DE SA0 PAuLO ; the 8TH & 9TH Lyon BIENNALES; WHITNEY BIENNIAL 2006:

Day for Night; 51st VeNicE BienNALE; “Ailleurs/ Ici,” Muste D’ ART MODERNE DE LA VILLE DE Paris/ ARC Paris,

“How Latitudes Become Form,” WALKER Arts CENTER, Minneapolis, and “Common Wealth,” TATE MODERN.

Their works are held in the collections of the Museum oF MoDERN ART, TATE MoDErN, and CENTRE GEORGES PoMPIDOU,
among others. Allora & Calzadilla are based in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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A MAN SCREAMING IS
NOT A DANCING BEAR

VIEWING ROOM

A Man Screaming is Not a Dancing Bear, 2008, takes place in the traumatized landscape of Post Katrina
New Orleans. The film focuses on two scenes: the interior of a flooded house in the Lower Ninth Ward,
the historically poor predominately African American neighborhood that was completely destroyed by
the failed levee system, and the wetlands of the lower Mississippi River Delta out of which the city of
New Orleans was carved. The film depicts a resident of the 9th Ward, Isaiah McCormick, “playing” a
set of window blinds in his house. The percussive rhythms he creates on this homegrown instrument

- a gesture that inevitably evokes the great musical experiments of the Mississippi- expose the home
interior to the light outdoors, generating an inconstant flutter of light that reveals the sediments,

marks and uneven traces left by the events of a recent history
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